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—— Being affectionately deſirous of you, we were will- 
ing to have imparted unto you, not the Goſpel of 
G0⁰ only, but alſo our own ſouls, becauſe ” were 


dear unto us. 
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TO THE 
INHABITANTS 
OF THE PARISHES OF 


Sr MARY WOOLNOTH,: 


ST MARY WOOLCHURCH, 
This SERMON is reſpectfully dedicated and preſented, 


By their affeftionate Servant 


in the Goſpel, 


JOHN NEWTON. 
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EPHESIANS IV. 15; 


—— Speaking the truth in love — 


HE words, in the original, have a 

more comprehenſive ſenſe than in 

our verſion, Axrtorls er . They 
extend no leſs to conduct than to ſpeech, 
and comprize, in one ſhort ſentence, that 
combination of integrity and benevolence, 
which conſtitute the character. of a true 
Chriſtian. But, as our Morning Service has 
been already much prolonged, I mean not 
to enlarge at preſent upon this important. 
ſubje&. I propoſe my text rather as a kind 
of motto, to introduce a brief account of the 
feelings, deſires, and purpoſes of my heart, 
on this my firſt appearance before you. The 
inhabitants of theſe pariſhes, to whom I more 
immediately addreſs myſelf, have a right to 
be informed, now the Providence of Gop 


has 


3 


e ee * 0 AR TI 


rr -s — 


* ＋ r 


3 


has placed me in this City, and in this 


Church, of the views with which I have un- 


dertaken the important truſt lately commit- 
ted to me, and of the manner and ſpirit in 
which it is my deſire to diſcharge it. If theſe 
enquiries be upon any of your minds, ac- 
cept my anſwer in the words I have read: 
J came, and, by the grace of Gop, I hope to 


abide amongſt you, ſpeaking the truth in 


cc love.“ | 


| ci 1190 be utterly unworthy your atten- 


tion, I ſhould deſerve your contempt and 
deteſtation, if, under the ſolemn character of 
a Miniſter of Ixsus CHRIST, and with a pro- 
feſſed regard for his ſervice and the good of 
ſouls, I ſhould preſume to ſpeak any thing 
amongſt you, but what I verily believe in 
my conſcience to be the Truth. The Apoſ- 
tles were ambaſſadors for CHRIST *, and we, 
however inferior in other reſpects, are ſo far 
concerned in this part of their character, as 
to be equally bound to conform to the in- 
ſtructions of our Lord and Maſter. The 


| Bible is the grand repolitory of the Truths 
which it will be the bulineſs and the pleaſure 


of 


2 Cor, v. 204 
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of my life to ſet before you. It is the com- 
plete ſyſtem of Divine truth, to which no- 
thing can be added, and from which nothing 
can be taken , with impunity, Every at- 


tempt to diſguiſe, or ſoften any branch of 


this truth, in order to accommodate it to 
the prevailing taſte around us, either. to 
avoid the diſpleaſure, or to court the favor 


of our fellow-mortals, muſt be an affront to 


the majeſty of Gop, and an act of treachery 
to men. My conſcience bears me witneſs, 


that 1 mean to ſpeak the truth among you. 


May the grace of Gop enable me always to 
do it. The principal branches of the truth, 
as it is in IEsus, according to St Paul's ex- 
preſſion, are ſummarily contained in the Ar- 
ticles, which I have juſt now read and given 


my ſolemn aſſent to in your hearing. Theſe 


I acknowledge and adopt as a ftandard of 
ſound doctrine, not merely becauſe they are 
the Articles of our Church, but becauſe, 
upon mature and repeated examination, I 


am perſuaded they are agreeable to the Scrip- 


ture. I am to enlarge on the declarations of 
the Scripture and of the Articles concerning 
the depravity of fallen man, the evil of fin, 


| the 
* Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 
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the method of ſalvation by grace through 
faith in our Lord JESsus CHRIS Y . I am to 


bear teſtimony to the dignity and excellency 


of the Redeemer's perſon atid characters, the 
ſuitableneſs of his offices, the efficacy of his 
blood and obedience to death on the behalf of 
ſinners, and his glory as Head of the Church, 
and Lokb of heaven and earth. I am to ſer 
before you the characters, obligations and pri- 
vileges of thoſe who believe in his name; 
and to prove that the doctrines of the grace 
of Gop are doctrinès according to godlineſs; 
which, though they may be abuſed by men 
of corrupt minds, have in themſelves, when 
rightly underſtood, a direct and powerful 
tendency to enforce univerſal obedience to 
the commands of Gop, and to promote the 
peace and welfare of civil ſociety. I am 
likewiſe to warn all who hear me, of the ſin 
and danger of rejecting the great ſalvation 
revealed by the Goſpel. Theſe will be the 
ſubjects of my miniſtry ; and, if what I ſhall 
offer upon theſe heads be agreeable not only 
to the Articles, which I have ſubſcribed, but 
to the Scriptures, which we all profeſs to 
believe, it muſt of courſe be admitted that 
I ſhall ſpeak the truth. 


But 
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But the cauſe of truth itſelf may be diſ- 
credited by improper management: and 
therefore the Scripture, which furniſhes us 
with ſubject- matter for our miniſtry, and 
teaches us what we are to ſay, is equally 
explicit as to the temper and ſpirit in which 
we are to ſpeak. Though I had the know- 
ledge of all myſteries *, and the tongue of 
an angel to declare them, I could hope for 
little acceptance or uſefulneſs, unleſs I was 
to ſpeak in love. The Goſpel is a declara- 
tion of the aſtoniſhing love of God to man- 
kind; it exhibits the perfect exemplar of 
love in the character of Him, who, when 
upon earth in the form of a ſervant, went 
about doing good t, and exerted the moſt 
unbounded benevolence: to all around him. 


The ſervant of the Lord, of that meek 


and merciful Savior, who wept over his 
avowed enemies, and prayed for his actual 
murdererg while nailing him to the croſs, 
learns at his Savior's feet to bear a cor- 
dial love to all mankind. Man, conſidered 
as the creature of Gon, is the nobleſt and 
moſt important of his works in the vi- 
ſible creation, formed by him who originally 

B | made 

1 Cor. xiii. 1. I Ads x. 28. 


made him for himſelf, with ſuch a vaſtnels 
of deſire, ſuch a capacity for happineſs, as 


nothing leſs than an infinite good can ſatisfy; | 


formed to exiſt in an eternal unchangeable 
ſtate. And even fallen man, though de- 
praved and perverted, guilty, and, in his 


preſent ſtate, obnoxious to eternal miſery, - 


is yet capable of being reſtored to the favor 
of Gop, and renewed into his image, of 
ſerving him here, and being happy with him 
for ever. Whoever therefore has taſted of 
the love of ChRIST, and has known by his 


own experience the need and the worth of 
redemption, is enabled, yea he is conſtrained _ 
to love his fellow- creatures. He loves them 


at firſt ſight. And, if the Providence of Gop 
commits a diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and a 
care of ſouls to him, he will feel the warmeſt 
emotions of friendſhip and tenderneſs, while 
he beſeeches them by the tender mercies of 
Gop *, and even while he warns them by 
his terrors f. Surely I durſt not addreſs you 
from this place, if I could not with ſincerity 
at leaſt, if not with equal warmth, adopt the 
Apoſtles words, and ſay, Being affectionately 
deſirous of you, we were willing to impart 
| unto 


* Rom; Jil... * + 2 Cor. v. 11. 
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unto you, not the Goſpel of Gop only, but 
our own fouls allo, (were it poſſible) becauſe 


ye were dear unto us“. 


This love which my heart bears, I offer 
as a plea for that earneſtneſs and importu- 
nity Which I muſt uſe. I came not to amuſe 
you with ſubjects of opinion or uncertainty, 
or even with truths of a cold, ſpeculative, 


_ unintereſting nature, which you might re- 


ceive without benefit, or reject without 
detriment, but to ſpeak the truths of God, 
truths of the utmoſt importance. to the wel- 
fare of your ſouls in time and in eternity. If 
I love you, therefore, I cannot be content 
with delivering my meſſage, my ſpirit muſt 


and will be deeply engaged for its ſucceſs. 


I cannot be content with the emoluments 
annexed to my office—I ſeek not yours, but 
you F. That you may know the love of 


CurisT, which paſſeth knowledge tf, that 
you may be delivered from the power of this 


evil world ||, and that I and you may at length 
ſtand accepted before the throne of Gop; in 
a word, that by a bleſſing from on high, ac- 
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„„ 
companying my poor labors, I may both {ave 
myſelf, and them that hear me *. Theſe are 
the aims and ends which I hope always to 
have in view, and therefore loye will pt 
me to be faithful and earneſt. 


Too often the due reception of the truth 
is greatly impeded by the cares, the buſi- 
ſineſſes, or the amuſements of the world, 
We find many of our hearers, alas! too 
happy, or too much engroſſed, to afford us 
that attention we have a right to claim, con- 
ſidering the weight of our meſſage, and the 
authority under which we ſpeak. But Go, 
in mercy to the ſouls of men, frequently ſuits 
the appointments of his Providence, in ſub- 
ſerviency to the purpoſes of his grace. He 
prepares for them, what they do not deſire 
for themſelves, ſeaſons for leiſure, retire- 
ment and reflection. This is one gracious 
deſign of the various afflictions of human 
life. When he viſits with ſickneſs or pain, 
croſſes and diſappointments — when our ciſ- 
terns are broken, and our gourds wither, 
when the deſire of our eyes is taken away 
with a ſtroke J, or we. meet with a thorn 

* 1 Tim, iv. 16. + Ezek, %xiv. 15. 
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or ſting where our fond hearts were ex- 
pecting only pleaſure — then perhaps the 


truths, which were heard with too much in- 


difference in the hour of proſperity, may be 
more regarded. My love will prompt me 
to be always near you, waiting for ſuch ſea- 
ſons, and ready, upon the. firſt intimation, 
(for I mean not to intrude myſelf) to offer 


my ſympathy, my prayers, my beſt advice. 


Though I ſhall have but little time for viſits 

of mere ceremony; to viſit you as a Miniſter, 
and to aſſiſt you to the utmoſt of my power 
in making a right improvement of the Pro- 
vidences of Gop, 1s a ſervice which I ſhall 
always owe you from a principle of duty, 
and which I hope always to be glad to ren- 


der from a principle of love. 


If the grace of Gop, without which I can 
do nothing, ſhould thus enable me to ſpeak 
the truth in love, may I not hope for your 
favorable attention ? Would it not imply an 
unjuſt reflection upon your candor, to ſup- 
poſe that any of you will be angry with one 
who only wiſhes to ſpeak the truth in love? 
Certainly I can as yet have no particular rea- 
ſon to expect an unkind return from any in- 

: dividual 
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dividual among you, becauſe I am a ſtranger 
to you all. But the Scripture teaches, what : 
experience and obſervation abundantly con- ; 
firm, that the doctrines of Divine Truth are ; 
ſo myſterious in themſelves, and ſo oppoſite 
and mortifying to the opinion mortals are 
prone to entertain of their own wiſdom and 
goodneſs, that perſons of very amiable cha- 
racters in common life, are too often amongſt . 
the warmeſt oppoſers of the Miniſters, who 
dare faithfully and plainly perſevere in ſpeak- 
ing the truth. Should I have this trial to 
meet with from any of you, {ill I hope to 
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} ſpeak the truth in love, and to remember 
] that I am a follower of Him who only re- 
1 turned kindneſs for hard uſage. I hope to 
1 conſider, that if any oppoſe it is becauſe they 


know not what they do; and to bear in mind, 


7 : that I myſelf was once a ſcorner and deſpiſer 
1} of the Goſpel which I now preach; that I 
b | ſtand here as a pattern of the long-ſuffering 


| of God; and that having obtained mercy 
[: m myſelf, 1 have encouragement, from my 
| own caſe, to hope that the ſtrongeſt pre- 
judices may he ſoftened by the power of | 
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his grace. 
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commending it by a converſation becoming 


C8 1 
Let me cloſe with one obſervation. The 
tranſactions of this day, and the conſequences 
of it, will not be ſoon forgotten. They will 
be regiſtered in the annals of eternity, As 
ſurely as we are now met together, ſo ſurely 
we muſt all appear before the judgement- 


| ſeat of CHRIST *. Then I muſt give an ac- 
count of my miniſtry, and you of the man- 


ner in which you received it. If I ſpeak the 
truth — it is at the peril of my hearers to 


treat it with contempt, or even with neglect. 


But I would hope better things, even that 
the Loxp, the Holy Spirit, will prepare our 
hearts to receive with meekneſs that en- 
grafted word, which is able to ſave our 
fouls 7. 


I only add my earneſt requeſt for a fre- 
quent and fervent remembrance in your 
prayers; That the Father of mercies, the 
Gop of all wiſdom, may ſo influence my 
ſpirit, that no part of my conduct may be 
unſuitable to what I have at this time pro- 
feſſed—That ſpeaking the truth in love, and 


the 


#.2 Cor. v. 10. + James i. 21. 
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